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, soon after their erection, being convinced of the
ossity of emitting a judicial testimony, to disco~
inciples, upon which, as a judicatory of the
tood, in opposition to the different, so called,
together with the agrecableness of these
God, the only rule of faith and practice,
titution of the church of Scotland in her
a proposal for said effect, agree
prepare a draught of this kind . -~
elays, to their grief of
ance from him, in that,"
oxious to the censures
both to him, to God,
n against him,

ciples to ‘thek wo
to the covenants

10 appointing one of their 1
to be laid before them, who,
mind, at once cut off their hope
or any other particular, by laying h
of the church ; which the presbytery,
and to his people, were obliged to p
while he, in contempt of that ordinance, and
conviction and recovery, obstinately persistsin h
defection. And although the presbytery, few in numk
diminished, yet being still resolved to prosecute their fo
they renewed their appointment upon another brother, w
sequence-of his undertaking, was allowed. a cessation frony
public work, in order to expedite the proposed draught: An
when nothing was expected that should retard the finishing.of &
necessary work ; the lamentable fire of division, that had long be
smothered, unhappily broke forth into = violent flame, Whex'eby
presbytéry was rent asunder, and that brother, on whom t
pointment was formerly laid, happening to be of the sepa
party a second stop was not only put to the publication of thi
timony, but the presbytery, from the absence of a brother rem
to a distant part of the world, together with the paucity oft
number, were almost wholly discouraged from attempting aga,
.what they had been oftener than once disappointed in. o
But- notwithstanding of the above with many other difficalti
which we shall not at present take notice of, the presbhytery s

considering, that even in their present circumstances, when
number is few and despicable,

ber their adversaries many, and suchg
repute’in the world, whereby the opposition made to them, and




acy formed against the covenanted testimony of the church
land gnaintained by them, must nceds be strong ; there is yet
door of opportunity left open for them to attempt, in
pacity, the prosecution and accomplishment of

fownerly proposed; and which they could not
still called them unto, while, after all the above-
iade upon them, he still continued to give them
,and a wall in Judah and Jerusalem, Ezra is.
n laid their appointments upon some others

8, 9. they therefore.
Declaration; and Testimony, &c..and

to prepare a draught

further with referenceto this, that'th
agreed upon did not proceed from any design in t
depriving either the people of their particula

tent of their charge, and partly from the g
residence from each other, whereby they ca
meet all together, for expediting this, or
«-concern they have in hand. :
~ Itis therefore, with an eye derful Counsellor (when:
Zion’s faithful counsellgs 6 8o it r light and direction in the
‘management of this gr work, that the presbytery
- have resoived upon the n hereof at this time, for the rea-
sons which follow:
1st, Because this

of bearing witness for truth, and declaring
against all defection from it, and transmitting the sume
‘uncorrupt ity, is expressly enjoined on the ¢ :
the Spirit) | ifi the scriptures of truth. Psal. Ixxviii. 8. ¢ For
he hath ished a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in
Israel he commanded cur futhers that they should nuake them
! r-children.”  Isaich. xliil. 10. ¢ Ye are my witnesses,
ord.”  Matth. x. 32.  « Whosoever therefore shall'con-
ssfore men, him will I also confess before my Father who is.
0.7 Johnxv.27. ¢ Yealso shall bear witness.” Acfs1.80
ve shall be witnesses nuto me.” LT
Because, in agreeablentss to the above seripture warrant, it
nthe constant practice of the church in all uges, whenin such
city, judicially to assert, and declare their apprubation’ of the
hs of the everlasting gospel, and attainments of the chuarch, joined
1 the condemnation of all contrary error, as appears from their
monious.confessions : And particularly, this has baen the honour-
le practice of the once famous church of Scotland, witaess her
ellent confessions, covenants, &c¢. whose posterity we are, and
fore, in duty bound to homologate, and approve her scriptural
nd order, by a judicial asserting of her attainments, as saith
stle, Philip. 1ii.16. « Nevertheless whereunto-we have already
d, let-us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing.”




Rev. iii. 3. “Remember therefore, how thou hast received, and hear
and hold fast, and repent.”

3dly, That notwithstanding many, both ministers and private Chris.
tians, have been honoured faithfully to publish their testimonies and
declarations, and to seal them with thsir blood, in oppo:
growing defections in the land, being thro” the tyra
prevented from acting in any other capacity : yet n
national overthrow of the glorious structure of reforma
church judicatory, constituted purely on the footing of our covenanted
establishment, appeared in a judicial vindication of our Redeemer’s
interest and injured rights. = ~ “

4thly, ‘unspeakb] present generation,
through ntof a fu ithful declarafion of the covenanted
princip _church of Scotland, which they in the loins of their

solemnly engaged to maintain ; whereby, as ignp-
ased, so prejudices are also gradually begot in
truth in the purity thereof. And this,
en notions at present prevailing amongst
: parties of professors in these nations, con-
istinet dinances of divine institution, viz. the ministry,
and magistracy, or ecclesiasti and civil government; and more
especially, the presbytery r msalves, and all professing their
allegiance unto Christ and | bliged to maintain the testi-
mer{y of our ancestors for tha d: , ion and right constitu.-
tion of civil government, according. of God, as what they
found to be, and still is iudispenszzb}yn v for the outward de- ' i
fence and preservation of righteousness a eligion ; and be. -
cause the very fonndation and ends of this o ave been doc-
trinally subverted, and the gensration taught st licentious
principles concerning it, by a body of professed wi among our-
sélves ; and this they design to do, without (as they ar nderously
reported of by some) laying aside themselves, or withdrawing others,
from the study of internal and habitus] or practical holine Lo
Sthly, To wipe off the reprouch of that odium cast upon t
bytery and community bmonging thereto, by some who inv
“call them a headless mob, whose principles cannot be know
government men, men of bloody prisciples, &e. than which n
can be more unjust : sceing, as a body distinct from all other
have still steod upon the footing of the covenanted establishm
has been frequently declared to the world, and as the constituti
the presbytery bears; so that thev can no more be said ever to
wanted a proper testimony exhibiting their principles to the wor
than the reformed chureh of Scotland, whereof they aré a part.
6iily, The present broken and divided situation of the members 6
Curist’s mystical body, tegether with the abounding of error, seem
Decessarily to require it asa proper mean, under the divine blessin
for gathering again the scattered fiock of Christ, the chief shephe
to the one sheeptold, and putting a stop to the current of prevaili
apostacy and defection. G

ld



‘these }‘eftsons, (with more that might be adduced) the presby.
y find themselves in duty bound, to God, the present and succeed.
genemtlong, to throw in their small mite of a testimony, against

’owed dele“m‘ o3 and defections of all degrees of
. sent times, trom the precious truths
553 unio the malntenance where-
s, are snlemnly bound by cov-

rdinas

t;z/tll in thesoe |

And, to conclude
tion, in the whole o
minded noihing els

none mistake the presbytery’s aim and inten.

time. So some are plea d to u.li{,‘
but such mmht d) weil to co: hidc

tuﬁ [

and mdmnents unto his Iqm\_ I, in dll ago s,
with the other nations of the world,wherain
revealed, determining his people’s duty in
his gio:y is equally concnaod that
Ny and entire, all the ordinances hel
sinful prostitution of any he
which Jehovah hath set,
rity, and violation of the
universal respect to all

observc km,p pure
mnted in'his word. The"
ing over ihe boundaries
ontempt of his sovereign autho-
God requires of his people an
[I ence

nt of the home of God; :md to signify thelr
issatisfaction with all the apo_smtxzm,.ﬂ backsh-
prmcxple and pmctxc e, from ihut 1'ef'ov*r=1ati0n pm‘uv

nce, as before 1he Iatu 1'°voiu ion; in which the 1‘tibrmati6n,
n civil nor ecclesiastic dons ‘ﬂtutlons, was adopted.  Théia-
erefore, of this work is of very great 1mpox tance; no less being
posed, than the right stating of the test timony fort 1f= covenanted
interest of Christ in these lands, and Judicial vindicition of all the
heads thereof, after such a long and universal apostacy therefrom :
A’ work that must needs be attended with great difficulties, and
abour under manifold disadvantages, as in other respects, so parti-
cularly from the consideration of the temper of this age, wherein
nothmﬂ almost is pleasing, but what is adapted to the taste, not of
he bﬁst but of the greatest: And naked truth without the varnish
f flattery, and painting of carnal policy, i+ generally treated with
ntempt, and exposed to ridicule. And therefors, to remove as much
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as possible the prejudico of a eritical age, who are ready to *re.]ect

every thing as new, which is in some respeets singular, and no
ted to t)»'u f‘xvouutb sentiments ; the p'cso"ury have en
in this work, to conform, as much as possible, to kthe fai conten-
dings of former honest contenders "o; the truth and tes imony of
Jrsus, and that, both as to matter and manner: d as the grounds
of this te%hmonv are not any needless serupulg
elties, but pzecmns and weight
poxmnce a

1 S, or stmnwﬂ nov-

series and succes- 1
ch of bcotldnc, in former and more
1t is the presbyter ry’s ambition, that nothing, as
“what ig hd contained, be looked” upon as
gd as an ancient plea, wherein ig nothing
ed and confirmed by authors of the m'eat-
est fam n the church; has “been asserted by ‘the
greatest confessors, a ed by the best blood of the honoured and
uuthful martyrs of Jes So that it may appear, the cause and
truths here judicially stated and.windicated, are not of yesterday’s
date, but the same old paths an way, that we are commanded
to ask for, and walk i in, though ot now mnch trodden,

pa
a way that is not much paved by the mu of professors walkmu
therein.







Containing a brief historica ;
of the Testimony of the Churel
Jaithful contendings of the witn.
Jrom the commencement of the .

down to the late Revolution ; with
tion thereof.

the several periods
cotland, and of the
v Christ, particularly
on in these lands,
ery’s approba-

At PLOUGHLANDHEAD, the 6th day of.

Tur which day and place, the Reformed Presbytery
and taking into their most serious consideration, the de
situation of the interest of Christ and religion at present, in
sinning lands, wherein so few are asking for the old path, s
Where is the good way, that we may walk therein; but, o
contrary, an avowed apostacy and backsliding from the right -
of the Lord, is by the generality carried on, with a secre
mining of reformation interests, by
tences : and further, consider

t un
some, under more speciou
ing the general deluge of erro
heresy, that huth over.run these lands, and the swarm of erroneou
hereticks that hath over-spread the same, making very impiou
attacks upon the most part of revealed religion ; who, notwithstand
ing, have found such shelter under the wings of a Laodicean church
and almost boundless state toleration, that they walk on witho
fear, in the foresaid broad way of sin and error. And moreos
all kinds of sin and wickedness o' universally abound and pass
without any suitable check, that he Wwho departs from iniquity,
maketh himself 5 prey ; together with the woful insensibility, and
deep security of all, under our spiritual plagues, and impending
miporal strokes. And yet, while the land so evidently groan
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der its inhabitants, very few either acknowledge themselves
guilty, or turn from the evil of their ways, saying, what have we
done ? - Also, considering tie horrid breach and contempt of sacred
nto the Most H%h ; the great effusion of the suint’s blood,
ate persecution under Prelacy, (which is yet to be found
s,) and the faithful testimony they therewith sealed, re-
mains buried under the gravestones, both of ‘ecclesiastical and 01v11
deeds of constitution this day. So that we may rather admire,
that the Lord hath uch inquisition for blood, as to make
our land an acelda et unden a dlspensqlnon of
divine forbearance. ' :
most or all of the memorable instances of the
mercy and power, manifested unto his church, i
remembrance whereof ought still to be ret
acknowledged with thankfulness, by all the ¢
the latest ages.
Wherefore the presbytery, amidst their
noticed in the introduction, as a court o
covenanted church of Curist in Scotland,
of the Lorp Jesus CHrisT, the al
judicially to commemorate :
acknowledge, with the afifit
tender mercy of our Go
sequence of that early
Eternal Sox, to give hi
uttermost parts
from on high
morning St
of death,

rue Presbyterian
tuted in the name
Heap of his church,
did, and hereby do
, the great goodness and
ch and land; who, in con-
ant grant, made by Jemovas to his
] L"then for His inheritance, and the
or'his possession, caused the day-spring
Our glorious Redeemer, that burrht and
y-his Almighty power, shaken off the fetters-
b 1t was impossible that he could be held, and, as-
ueror, leading captivity captive, ascended into the
, and there sat down on the right hand of God, did
scover his cordial acceptance of; and superlative delight
ing his Father’s extensive grant, by stretching forth the
his large and great dominion unto the distant nations of the
volved in the thickest darkness of stupidity and idolatry;
particular manner, did, as the glorious sun of rxghteous-
raciously illuminate this remote and barbarous isle, causing
fulgent beams of gospel light to dissipate the gross darkness
overed the people, which prevails so far, (accmdmg to very
entic historical accounts,) that about the beginning of the third
entury, those of the highest dignity in the nation, voluntarily en-
ted themselves under the display’d banner of Curist, the Captain
salvation, and became nursing fathers and nursing mothers to his

eir subjects under the peaceful sceptre of the Sox of Gop. This
nt of Christianity having once taken root, did, under all the vi-

church employing their power to root out Pagan idolatry, and bring

cissitudes of divine providence, grow up unto a spreading vine,
which filled the land, and continued to flourish, without being
pressed down with the intolerable burthen of prelatical or. popish.
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superstition: The truths and institutions of the gospel being faith- =~
fully propagated and maintained in their native purity and simplicity
by the Culdees some hundreds of years, before ever that man of sin,
and son of perdition, by the door of Prelacy, stept into the temple of
God in Scotland.  These early witnesses for Crrist, having no
other ambition, but that of advancing piety, and the doctrines which
were according to godliness, were therefore called Culdees, that is,
Culiores Dei, or worshippers of God. 'The trine, worship, dis-
cipline, and government of the house of G ng thus established,
continued for many years, taught and e according to divine .. 4
institutio But, in process®ef time, the ¢hurch of Curist in this

land came e assaulted with the corruptions of the see of Rome,
: dius the Pope’s missionary to the Britons, who
t to bring our fathers’ necks under the anti.
gradually increasing by little and little,
-prosperity the church then enjoyed, till
ury, when the Romish fraternity fully es.
tablished themselves, surping a diocesan supremacy over the
house of Gop; after which a midnight-darkness of popish error and
idolatry overwhelmed the nati r near the space of 500 years.
Yet, even in this very dark p. he Lorp left not himself alto.
gether without some to bear witr ) 1, whose steadfastness in
defence of the truth, even unto deatt &%hed the inhuman cruelty
of their savage enemies. The hong church’s exalted Head
being still engaged. to maintain the
tained over this remote isle, and raise up
under which it had lain so long buried 5 he,
the 15th century, animated some valiant champio
ton, Wishart, and others,) with a spirit of truth and
to contend against the abominations of the Babylonish
labours, by the blessing of Heaven, were rendered succe
the eyes of some to see, and engage many others to inquire afl
espouse the truth as it is in Jesvs. These, not regarding’

of man, nor the cruelty of their enemies, but as good sold
Jesus CHrisT, enduring hardness, choose, rather than deser
Master’s cause, to offer their bodies to be devoured by the to
ing flames, no more merciless than their hellish persecutor
in that fiery chariot, thro’ the wmrial regions, their souls ascel
the celestial country. And herein also did Gop frustrate the
pectation of that monster of iniquity, Cardinal Beaton, (who
memory let it for ever perish,) and his wicled accomplices, and
turned their counsel into foolishness, who, by the death of a few
zealous contenders for the faith, intended the total i
Curist’s truth for ever; but Gop having purposed the contrary
made the effusion of their blood the occasion of rousing many from-
the deep sleep of gross ignorance, by putting them to search into
the truth of these doctrines, which these martyrs sealed with: their
blood ; so that Jesus Curist, the only true Light in the orb.of the
gospel, began again to shine forth within this realm. :

about the eleventh

courage,
re, whose







